CONSEJOS
(TIPS FOR LEARNING SPANISH)

· Start! (Empiecen.) Don’t wait until you think you have learned “enough” before you start communicating in Spanish. Start today!

· Listen. (Escuchen.) You are going to hear a lot of Spanish spoken in your Spanish class. You may hear Spanish on your local radio station; on TV, or in the music that you play. Spanish may be spoken in your own neighborhood or city. Listen actively to Spanish whenever you have the chance.

· Relax. (Relájense.) You are going to learn Spanish. It will take time. As you are learning, don’t worry. Make an effort, and you will make progress every day. 

· Take charge. Be positive. Be assertive.  (Encárguense. Afírmense. Impónganse.) Know that you can and will succeed. Ask questions when you don’t understand what is said. Look up words that you don’t know. Find Spanish magazines and newspapers to read. Look for a pen pal in a Spanish-speaking country. Look for opportunities. They are everywhere! The biggest factor that will contribute towards your success is, of course, you. Set goals. Take charge of your learning! 

· Use what you already know. (Usen lo que ya saben.) Many words have the same Latin roots as English words you already know. You are going to see and hear some words that seem familiar. Take a guess at their meaning.

· Watch. (Paguen atención.)Look at the expressions, the gestures, and the movements of people who speak Spanish. Watch the way they say things. You will pick up many clues about what they are saying. 

· Work with someone. (Trabajen juntos.) To communicate in Spanish, you need to talk with and listen to someone. You will have the chance to communicate with someone every day. Work with a friend, your teacher, an exchange student. And work together! 
